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REAP advocates for state investments and encourages strategic public 
policies to create jobs and grow the economy in South Central Kansas. 
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REAP focuses on issues of common concern that drive the regional economy including 
transportation, water, energy and workforce development.
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Equus Beds Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR) 
supplying water for 20% of the Kansas population.

Passenger & Freight Rail Service

The REAP region hosts 2 of the 3 Kansas oil 
refineries, a large wind generator assembly plant, 
and 4 REAP counties contain wind farms.

Fifty Percent of all 
exports in Kansas come 
from the REAP region.
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2016 Legislative and Policy Priorities

REAP advocates for state investments and encourages strategic public policies to create jobs and grow the economy in 
South Central Kansas.

REAP is concerned the recently enacted tax lid legislation on local governments will have a stifling effect on the ability 
to support infrastructure necessary for high quality of life and strong economic growth and asks the Legislature to 
reconsider this law.    

REAP requests increased state investment in education and skills training, technology, and innovative research to 
address the shortage of skilled labor for key industries in South Central Kansas.  
 ·  Career and Technical Education and skills training at community/technical colleges designed to meet the 
    needs of business and industry through continuation of Excel In Career Technical Education Initiative 
    (SB155). 
 ·  The proposed merger with Wichita State University and the Wichita Area Technical College to enhance the 
    regional infrastructure for education and skills training.  
 ·  Research and development at the National Institute for Aviation Research (NIAR) at Wichita State University. 
 ·  Cutting edge technology at the National Center for Innovation for Bio Orthopedic Research (CiBOR), a joint 
    venture of Wichita State University and Via Christi Health hosted at NIAR.
 ·  Medical education and training programs at the Kansas University School of Medicine-Wichita. 
 ·  Innovation Act and related strategies to allow colleges and universities flexibility and tools to partner with 
    business and industry to increase degree attainment and job growth.

REAP supports transportation projects and strategies to enhance the regional economy in South Central Kansas. 
 ·  Maintain funding for Kansas T-Works projects in the REAP region, discourage “raiding” transportation funds 
    to balance the budget. 
 ·  Support funding of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) study needed to maintain and/or expand 
    passenger rail service in Kansas.  

REAP supports policies and strategies to recognize the development of energy resources and protection of water 
resources critical to the economy of South Central Kansas.
 ·  Support including of the protection of the Equus Beds Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR) initiative in the 
    “50 year Vision for the Future of Water in Kansas” as a regional asset and critical economic growth tool, 
       supplying water for 20% of the Kansas population. 
 ·  REAP recognizes the importance of energy to the regional economy and supports access to and production of a 
     variety of energy sources from oil and natural gas to renewable resources such as wind and solar power.  

REAP supports regional collaborative sector strategies such as Blueprint for Regional Economic Growth (BREG), the 
South Central Kansas Regional Export Plan and “ExportNOW”.  
 ·  The purpose of BREG is to grow the region’s economy, leading to more jobs and a better quality of life for by 
     focusing on strategies and resources for eight wealth generating industries in South Central Kansas.   
 ·  The South Central Regional Export Plan was created in 2014, led by Kansas Global Services and supported by 
    JP Morgan Chase, Brookings Institute, REAP and other regional stakeholders.  
 ·  “ExportNOW” is a partnership between Kansas Global Services and the Kansas Department of Commerce to 
    promote exports as a growth strategy for companies all across Kansas. 

REAP encourages the Kansas Legislature to have a public dialogue, debate, and vote about the possible economic and 
social benefits of expanding KanCare.  
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