
 
 

     
 

 

Legislative Committee Meeting Agenda 
February 25, 2016 ~ 11:30 a.m. 

 
Conference Call Information: 
Wichita Call in #:  316-771-6790 
Outside of Wichita #:  855-353-1808 
 
 

1. Welcome: Mayor Terry Somers, Chair 
 

2. Approval of Minutes from November 19, 2015 Meeting: Terry Somers (pg. 2-3) 
Recommended action: approve the minutes from the November 19, 2015 meeting. 
 

3. 2016 Legislative Updates and Weekly Calls:  Keith Lawing (pg. 4-5) 
A. Status of REAP Priorities 
B. Tax Lid Update 
C. KanCare Update 
D. Weekly calls  

Recommended action: receive and file 
 

4. Lunch on March 2nd with SCKS Delegation (pp. 6) 
Recommended action: determine REAP attendance at lunch  

 
5. Other Business: Legislative Committee Members 

 
6. Adjourn  

 
 

2016 Meeting Dates 
11:30 a.m., 4th Thursday of the month 

March 24, 2016   
April 28, 2016   
May 26, 2016   
September 22, 2016   
October 27, 2016   
November 17, 2016   – or cancel for summit? 
December 4, 2016   – or cancel for summit? 
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REAP Legislative Committee                                        Item #2 
February 15, 2016 
Submitted By:  Keith Lawing 
 

  
REAP Legislative Committee Meeting Minutes 

November 19, 2015 ~ Wichita Workforce Center 
Mayor Terry Somers, Chair 

 
 
1. Welcome and Introductions 

Mayor Terry Somers (Mount Hope), Chair called the meeting to order and asked for self-introductions. 
 

2. Approval of Minutes from November 19, 2015 
Commissioner David Unruh, Sedgwick County, (City Manager Kathy Sexton, Derby) moved to approve 
the minutes from September 24, 2015.  Motion adopted.  
 

3. 2015 Regional Policy Summit Recap  
Marla Canfield summarized attendance:  approximately 143 total in attendance.  The 
presentations/handouts were posted REAP website:  http://reap-ks.org/documents/reap-legislative-
committee  
 
Kansas State Legislators Registered:               
• Representative John Carmichael • Representative Kristey Williams 
• Representative Will Carpenter • Senator Dan Kerschen  
• Representative Don Schroeder  • Senator Susan Wagle  
• Representative Gene Suellentrop • Senator Carolyn McGinn  
• Representative Jim Ward • Senator Oletha Faust-Goudeau  
• Representative John Whitmer  

 
Kansas State Legislators Attended: 
• Representative Don Schroeder  • Senator Dan Kerschen  
• Representative Kristey Williams • Senator Carolyn McGinn  
• Senator Oletha Faust-Goudeau  • Senator Susan Wagle  

 
Not registered but attended: 
• Representative Joe Siewert 

 
Discussion on shorting the time of the summit to a morning or afternoon, value of the summit, and 
possible additions (i.e., employer site tour).   
 
4. 2016 Legislative Agenda Planning 

The Committee discussed the proposed Legislative and Policy Priorities.    Recommended 
researching a priority for agricultural, clarifying the innovation act and the rail service funding, and 
the reduction of state support to exports.   Also reviewed Economic Lifelines and KDOT project 
search.    
 
It was recommended adding two statements: 
1. REAP is concerned the new tax lid law will have a stifling effect on local government’s ability 

to support the infrastructure necessary for economic vitality.   
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REAP Legislative Committee                                        Item #2 
February 15, 2016 
Submitted By:  Keith Lawing 
 

  
2. REAP encourages the Kansas Legislature to have a public dialogue about whether the state 

would benefit from expanding Medicaid and if the state can afford to pursue it or afford not 
to pursue it.   

 
It was determined to begin a weekly conference call with partners and presentations to the SCKS 
delegation would be important to staying informed on what is happening during session and 
keeping REAP’s voice heard at the KS Legislature.   REAP will also host a lunch for the delegation.  
Wednesday’s work best for several of the members.  Staff will research a date for the lunch.   
 

5. Other Business 
The new Wichita Lobbyist was discussed.   There are 4 candidates and they are in the process of 
making a decision.    

 
6. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m. 
 

Attendance:
Members/ Alternates 

Mayor Terry Somers, Mount Hope, Chair 
City Manager Kathy Sexton, Derby 
Commissioner David Unruh, Sedgwick County 
Bernie Koch, Harvey County 
Commissioner Chip Westfall, Harvey County 

 
Staff 

Keith Lawing, REAP 
Marla Canfield, REAP 
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REAP Legislative Committee                                                                              Item #3 
February 25, 2016 
Submitted By:  Keith Lawing  

 
Status of REAP Legislative Priorities 
 
REAP supports transportation projects and strategies to enhance the regional economy in South Central 
Kansas.  

• Maintain funding for Kansas T-Works projects in the REAP region, discourage “raiding” 
transportation funds to balance the budget.  

o Update:  The Senate and House passed the committee report making adjustments to 
both the FY16 and 17 budgets.  Both chambers adopted the Governor's 
recommendation to transfer an additional $27M from the highway fund to the general 
fund in FY17.  In addition, the bill had provisions that give the Governor the authority to 
transfer from special revenue funds (of which the highway fund is one) an amount 
necessary to have ending balances in both year up to $100M. 
 
For example, if the budget director certifies that the general fund will end the year with 
a balance of $30M, then the Governor can transfer from special revenue funds $70M to 
get to $100M.  Whether this provision will be necessary will not be known until the 
consensus revenue group meets in the late April to revise its earlier estimate of state 
revenues.  The new estimates will then be compared to the approved spending plan and 
only then will we know whether these provisions may be used.  The allotment process 
may also be used to close any gap between revenues and spending through reductions 
in expenditures only.  The Governor has the option of taking money from special 
revenue funds to close or help close any gap rather than relying only on cuts in 
expenditures. Whether any of this impacts T-Works remains to be seen will know more 
in late April or early May. 
 

REAP requests increased state investment in education and skills training, technology, and innovative 
research to address the shortage of skilled labor for key industries in South Central Kansas.   

• Career and Technical Education and skills training at community/technical colleges designed to 
meet the needs of business and industry through continuation of Excel In Career Technical 
Education Initiative (SB155). 

o Update: Funding held flat. 
• The proposed merger with Wichita State University and the Wichita Area Technical College to 

enhance the regional infrastructure for education and skills training.   
o Update:  SB 451 introduced, hearing in Ways & Means expected in March. 

• Research and development at the National Institute for Aviation Research (NIAR) at Wichita 
State University. 

o Update: Funding approved as requested. 
• Cutting edge technology at the National Center for Innovation for Bio Orthopedic 

Research (CiBOR), a joint venture of Wichita State University and Via Christi Health hosted at 
NIAR. 

o Update: Funding approved as requested. 
• Medical education and training programs at the Kansas University School of Medicine-Wichita.  

o Update:  Funding remained flat. 
• Innovation Act and related strategies to allow colleges and universities flexibility and tools to 

partner with business and industry to increase degree attainment and job growth. 
o Update: Limited action to date. 
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REAP Legislative Committee                                                                              Item #3 
February 25, 2016 
Submitted By:  Keith Lawing  

 
REAP is concerned the recently enacted tax lid legislation on local governments will have a stifling effect 
on the ability to support infrastructure necessary for high quality of life and strong economic growth and 
asks the Legislature to reconsider this law.     

o Update:  
• The goal is to make the legislation as palpable as possible for local governments to 

operate efficiently. 
• SB 316 hearing will be first or 2nd week of March. 
• Part of the strategy may be to delay early implementation. 
• Many legislators would like to have a vote on the lid to show voters they are acting on 

property taxes.  
• The latest from the League of Kansas Municipalities and Kansas Association of Counties 

is that the Senate Taxation Committee may hold a hearing March 8th and 9th.  It’s 
possible that the House Taxation Committee could hold a hearing on a bill to repeal the 
tax lid during the same time period.  

 
REAP encourages the Kansas Legislature to have a public dialogue, debate, and vote about the possible 
economic and social benefits of expanding KanCare.   

o Update: 
• There was some activity on the issue of KanCare expansion last week.  Sen. Mary 

Pilcher-Cook, Chair of the Senate Public Health & Welfare Committee offered the Kansas 
Hospital Association bill as an amendment to a KanCare step therapy bill on the Senate 
floor this past Tuesday.  The amendment was ruled non-germane. 

• During the House debate on their budget bill, Rep Jim Ward offered a straight KanCare 
expansion amendment but it was ruled it didn't comply with a "pay go" rule that 
requires any amendment that adds expenditures to the budget must include pay fors.  

• No formal action taken so far either in a committee or on the floor of either chamber. 
• Kansas Hospital Association– Expanding KanCare Forum lunch on March 2 in Topeka.  

REAP hosted legislative update conference calls on 1.21.16 and 02.12.16.   
 
REAP would like to thank the follow for calling in and providing updates:   

• Marlee Carpenter – Bright & Carpenter – City of Wichita 
• Bernie Koch – Harvey County  
• Bruce Witt – Via Christi 

 
Recommended action: receive and file 
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REAP Legislative Committee                                                                                  Item #4 
February 25, 2016 
Submitted By:  Keith Lawing  

Item:  
REAP in Topeka -Logistics for South Central Kansas Legislative Delegation Luncheon: Wednesday March 
2nd  
 
Background: 
REAP is sponsoring the weekly South Central Kansas Legislative Delegation luncheon on Wednesday, 
March 2nd, 2016.   
 
Analysis: 
Staff have been told to anticipate approximately 30-40 members of the delegation attending the 
luncheon.  REAP members will be invited to participate this day, along with REAP staff.   

The start time is 11:30am for lunch and the presentation begins at noon. It will be in the Capitol on 
the first floor in 152 –S.   

REAP staff will be just inside the visitors center at the Capital from 11:00 to 11:15am before going to 
the lunch if members would like to gather or they can proceed directly to 152-S.  

REAP members are also encouraged to make contact with legislators outside of the luncheon if 
possible.  Staff can assist with outreach to specific legislators.   

The format of the meeting is discussion-based as opposed to formal presentations. It is suggested that 
Commissioner Carol Voran and Mayor Terry Somers give an overview of REAP and facilitate the 
discussion among the Delegation.  Members should feel empowered to discuss or raise concerns about 
any issue related to the REAP Legislative and Policy Priorities or issues impacting the South Central 
economy.  Copies of the Legislative and Policy Priorities Infographic will be available on site and 
distributed to the Delegation.  

Based off the responses the following members indicated interest in attending: 

              Commissioner Carol Voran – Kingman County 
              Mayor Terry Somers – Mount Hope 
              Council member Carl Koster - Cheney 
              Commissioner Chip Westfall – Harvey County  
 Mayor Jeff Longwell – Wichita 
 Council member Pete Meitzner– Wichita 
              County Administrator John Waltner – Harvey County 

City Administrator George Kolb (with local officials) – Valley Center  
              City Manager Kathy Sexton – Derby 
 
Recommended action: determine REAP attendance at lunch  
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