Legislative Committee Meeting Agenda
September 24, 2015 ~ 11:30 a.m.
Wichita Workforce Center
2021 N. Amidon, Suite 1100, Wichita

1. Welcome: Commissioner Chip Westfall, Chair
2. Changing of the Guard: Chip Westfall/Terry Somers
3. Approval of Minutes from March 26, 2015 Meeting: Keith Lawing (pg. 2)
Recommended action: approve the minutes from the March 26, 2015 meeting.
4. 2015 Regional Policy Summit: Keith Lawing (pg. 4 )
5. 2016 Legislative Agenda Planning: Keith Lawing (pg. 9)
6. Other Business: Legislative Committee Members
7. Adjourn
The REAP Board of Directors is scheduled to meet on Thursday, October 15, 2015 at 12:30 p.m.
The REAP Legislative Committee is scheduled to meet on October 22, 2015 at 11:30 a.m.
The REAP Regional Policy Summit is scheduled for November 12, 2015 at 9:00 a.m.
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REAP Legislative Committee Meeting Minutes
Wichita Workforce Center, 2021 N. Amidon, Suite 1100
March 26, 2015, 11:30 a.m.
Commissioner Chip Westfall, Chair
1. Welcome and Introductions
Commissioner Chip Westfall, Harvey County, called the meeting to order and asked for selfintroductions.
2. Approval of Minutes from February 26, 2015
Bob Myers, Newton (Commissioner Carl Koster, Cheney) moved to approve the minutes from February
26, 2015. Motion adopted.
3. Legislative Update
Tom Bruno reported on the Legislative activities from the week in Topeka.
• HB 2165- sewer districts- talk that Senator Pyle is working to bundle SB 42, lobbying, into
2165 in conference committee.
• HB 2296- Public Building Commission bill will not be worked, not conferenceable
• Conceal carry bill pass house and senate yesterday, headed to the Governor’s office, will be
signed within 20 days.
• Chair of both tax committees say they will wait on tax receipts in March and April and after
the consensus revenue estimates before calling budget meetings.
• RPS Standards are still under discussion; talk of sunsetting the standards or the property tax
exemption, and potentially doing away with the excise tax moving forward.
• SB 171- local elections- passed both houses, no conference committee announced yet
• Next week is the last week- April 3rd is the drop dead week then legislature is out until April
29th. Appropriations and ways and means usually come in and do cleanup work during the
down time.
• HB 2003- Annexation- the bill is on general orders in Senate is past the deadline, likely done
for the session, but could still go to conference committee.
Bob Myers and Kathy Sexton both discussed the need for education on Annexation legislation
for all REAP members; learn what it means when these bills come up and how they affect city
and county jurisdictions. If HB 2003 is dead for the session this is a potential topic for the
November Legislative Policy Summit. If it continues to move it may need to be a topic of
discussion with the full membership at a Board meeting or special meeting, in cooperation with
the KAC and LKM.
4. Other Business
No other business was raised by the Committee.
5. Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 12:55 p.m.
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Attendance
Members/ Alternates
Commissioner Chip Westfall, Harvey County, Chair
Council Member Carl Koster, Cheney
Bob Myers, Newton
Kathy Sexton, Derby
John Waltner, Harvey County
Staff
Kelly Bergeron, REAP
Keith Lawing, REAP
Tom Bruno, Bruno & Associates
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Item

2015 Regional Policy Summit
This year’s Regional Policy Summit is scheduled for Thursday, November 12, 2015 at the Rhatigan
Student Center at Wichita State University (Draft Agenda is Attached)
The focus for the event will be on the Blueprint for Regional Economic Growth (BREG) to increase the
understanding of this initiative throughout the region and identify possible policy issues that could
enhance economic growth in South Central Kansas.
Hosting Partners:
• Wichita State University
• Kansas Global Trade Services
• Greater Wichita Partnership
Agenda Summary:
1) Present research on the South Central Kansas economy with a response panel of community
leaders and question and answer from the audience
2) Highlight the role of exports in the regional economy and present grant awards
3) Learn about how Texas uses workforce development resources to support economic
development strategies and the partnerships between the Texas Workforce Commission and
local workforce boards
REAP staff request assistance in recruiting sponsors and help promoting attendance.
List of invited sponsors:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

AT&T
Black Hills Energy
Burns & McDonnell
City of Derby
City of Newton
City of Wichita
GWEDC
Harvey County
High Touch
PEC
Sedgwick County
TranSystems
Via Christi
Westar Energy
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Wichita Area Builders Association
Wichita Downtown Development
Corporation
Wichita Chamber
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2015 REAP Regional Policy Summit: Request for Sponsorship
The Regional Economic Area Partnership (REAP), the local Council of Governments in South Central Kansas,
will host their annual Regional Policy Summit on Thursday, November 12, 2015 at the Rhatigan Student
Center at Wichita State University in Wichita from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The event includes a continental
breakfast and lunch.
Each year this event draws a crowd of approximately 100-150 policy makers, local and state elected
officials, community leaders, and partner agencies from workforce and economic development from across
the state and heavily from the South Central Kansas REAP region.
**All local and state elected officials are invited to attend this event**
The purpose of the Regional Policy Summit is to provide information and education on upcoming legislative
issues that may impact the regional economy of South Central Kansas. It is an excellent opportunity to
network with the elected officials and their professional staff. This year the summit will highlight the
regional initiative, Blueprint for Regional Economic Growth (BREG) http://www.bregsck.com/. Of the eight
clusters in BREG, common elements or issues of concern among each sector/cluster are workforce
development, exports and innovation. The agenda is being built around these topics.
The Regional Policy Summit could not take place each year without the sponsorship of our members and
our partners. REAP is currently accepting sponsorship for the 2015 event, with several options to choose
from below. Your organization’s sponsorship includes reserved seating options at the Summit. Sponsors
will be acknowledged in the program and promotional materials, on the registration website, and on table
signage at the event.
If you would like to show your support for the event, see the sponsorship opportunities on the following
page. Please return your sponsorship form no later than Monday, November 2, 2015, in order for logos to
be included in the printed materials at the event.
Thank you for your consideration, and we look forward to seeing you at the November 12th Regional Policy
Summit!
Sincerely,
Keith Lawing, REAP Senior Advisor

Strengthening the Economy of South Central Kansas
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2015 Regional Policy Summit Sponsorship Form
(Please return to Shirley Lindhorst at slindhorst@workforce-ks.com by Monday, November 2, 2015)
Yes, I would like to be an Event Sponsor ($1,000)
Yes, I would like to be a Gold Sponsor for the Event! ($500)
Yes, I would like to be a Silver Sponsor for the Event! ($250)
Yes, I would like to sponsor at another level: ____________________________
Sponsors will be acknowledged:
o In the program
o On the registration website and promotional materials leading up the event
o On table signage at the event
Thank you for your sponsorship! Please make checks for sponsorship payable to:
Workforce Alliance of South Central Kansas, Inc.
300 W. Douglas, Suite 850
Wichita, KS 67202
Attn: Shirley Lindhorst

Questions about REAP, the Regional Policy Summit or sponsorship? Contact Shirley Lindhorst
at slindhorst@workforce-ks.com or 316-771-6604.

Strengthening the Economy of South Central Kansas
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2015 Regional Policy Summit
November 12, 2015

Draft Agenda
9:00 - Registration Opens
- Continental Breakfast
- Door Prize Registration (Must be Present to Win)
10:00 - Welcome and Opening Remarks
Council Member Carl Koster, City of Cheney, REAP Chair
Mayor Jeff Longwell, City of Wichita
10:15 - South Central Kansas Regional Economy - Interactive Session with Panel Discussion
Presentation Dr. Ken Kriz, Regents Distinguished Professor of Public Finance, Wichita State University
Response Panel Moderator: Tom Shine, Wichita Eagle
Panelists:
 Dr. John Tomblin, Wichita State University
 Karyn Page, Kansas Global Trade Services
 Mr./Ms. XYZ, BREG Cluster Co-Chair
 Mr./Ms. XYZ Regional Industry Leader/Executive
Audience Discussion – What does the region need to support business development and job growth?
11:45 - Lunch
12:00 - Exports (Lunch Presentation)
Speaker: (Karyn Page to introduce)
David Page, J.P. Morgan Chase
1:00 - Texas Workforce Model
Speakers: (Keith Lawing to Introduce)
Aaron Demerson, Texas Workforce Commission
Kent Andersen, Workforce Solutions for North Central Texas
2:00

Regional Wrap-Up Panel

2:45

Door Prize Drawing

3:00 - Adjourn

Thank you for attending the 2015 REAP Regional Policy Summit!
We hope it was informative & look forward to seeing you next year!
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Item
2016 Legislative Agenda Planning
As part of the process of developing a budget and work plan for 2016, the REAP Technical Advisory
Committee (TAC) and the REAP Executive Committee discussed the need for contracted Topeka based
representation, the purpose and development of a regional legislative agenda/priorities and what
should be the role of REAP when it comes to policy advocacy. No clear cut consensus developed from
the conversations so far, and the REAP Legislative Committee was directed to examine these and other
related issues as part of the planning process for a 2016 legislative agenda.
REAP has contracted for legislative consulting services since 2000, and specifically Bruno and
Associates since 2006. The scope of services for the most recent agreement is attached.
There is not an obvious and large scale regional legislative priority identified for the 2016 legislative
session that REAP staff have been made aware of to date. That could change depending on feedback
and input from REAP members and regional stakeholders. Staff would suggest doing a survey of some
kind or direct correspondence to solicit feedback on possible regional legislative priorities.
As most are aware, 2016 will be there first year since 2005 that the region has not requested state
support for commercial air service from Eisenhower Airport. A meeting of key area leaders will be
taking place in early October to determine if a coordinated regional strategy is needed to address
commercial airfares and related issues.
Possible regional legislative and policy priorities are likely to be in the areas of skills training/workforce
development, transportation infrastructure and water quality/conservation as these are all topics that
do not respect traditional political boundaries and impact the regional economy. REAP staff are part of
the Blueprint for Regional Economic Growth (BREG) implementation teams and there could be some
regional policy priorities that emerge from this initiative.
Questions for the Committee to consider and discuss:
1. What are the basic goals for REAP in the area of policy advocacy and influencing state
investments to support the regional economy?
2. Does REAP need Topeka-based representation?
3. What is the best way to develop regional legislative priorities?
4. How can REAP best work with other partners and stakeholders on regional legislative
priorities?
In consideration of the questions above and other related issues, the next steps for the Legislative
Committee should be to provide REAP members with recommendations for 2016 regional legislative
priorities, suggested actions on coordinating with regional partners, and REAP’s role in supporting
legislative services and policy advocacy strategies for the region. The next REAP Board of Directors
meeting is October 15.
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Report Attachment:
REAP Legislative Consulting Scope of Services
In 2015 REAP contracted with Bruno & Associates to provide the following services:
Contact and engage Legislators: Bruno & Associates shall actively contact, communicate with and seek
opportunities for REAP members to contact legislators directly to discuss legislative priorities and issues of
importance related to REAP’s 2015 Work Plan.
Track, monitor, and report: Bruno & Associates shall track, monitor and report on legislative or administrative
activity related to REAP’s 2015 Work Plan and legislative priorities. Bruno & Associates shall provide REAP a
monthly written report on legislative or administrative activity related to REAP’s 2015 Work Plan and legislative
priorities.
Coordinate meetings/events in Topeka: Bruno & Associates shall assist in coordinating meetings and/or events
in Topeka to convene REAP members with legislative or administrative officials.
Participate in Conference Calls: Bruno & Associates shall participate in conference calls, as scheduled by the
Legislative Committee, to update REAP on legislative or administrative activity related to REAP’s 2015 Work
Plan. Calls shall be scheduled and coordinated by REAP and held as needed during the duration of the contract.
Calls shall be scheduled weekly during the Session.
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