
Legislative Committee Meeting Agenda 
Wichita Workforce Center 

2021 N. Amidon, Suite 1100, Wichita 
October 27, 2016 ~ 11:30 a.m. 

1. Welcome: Mayor Terry Somers, Chair 

2. Approval of Minutes from September 22, 2016 Meeting: Terry Somers (pp. 2-5) 
Recommended action: approve the minutes from the September 22, 2016 meeting. 

3. Local Elected Officials Reception:  Marla Canfield (pg. 6) 
Reception is November 10, 2016 beginning at 5:30pm at the Botanica Wichita – Lotus Hall 
Recommended action: attend and participate in local elected officials reception. 

4. 2017 Legislation Priorities Discussion Draft:  Marla Canfield 
(pg. 11) 

7-10) 
A. Export Information 
B. “A Healthy Impact” - Healthcare Information 

5. Strategies to Identify, Coordinate and Promote Regional Legislative Priorities:  Terry Somers (pp. 18-19) 

6. Other Business: Legislative Committee Members 

7. Adjourn 

2016 Meeting Dates 
11:30 a.m., 4th Thursday of the month 

November 17, 2016  
December 4, 2016  

(pp.

(pp.12-17)
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REAP Legislative Committee   Item #2 
October 27, 2016 
Submitted By:  Marla Canfield 

REAP Legislative Committee Meeting Minutes 
Wichita Workforce Center 

2021 N. Amidon, Suite 1100, Wichita 
September 22, 2016 ~ 11:30a.m. 

1. Welcome: Mayor Terry Somers, Chair
Mayor Terry Somers, Mount Hope, called the meeting to order.

2. Approval of Minutes from June 9, 2016
Approval of Minutes from Legislative Committee Meeting from June 9, 2016 
Kathy Sexton, Derby (Council Member Carl Koster, Cheney) moved to approve the minutes from 
June 9, 2016 Legislative Committee meeting.  Motion adopted.  

3. 2017 Legislative Agenda Planning
Possible regional legislative and policy priorities are likely to be in the areas of skills training/workforce
development, transportation infrastructure and water quality/conservation as these are all topics that do
not respect traditional political boundaries and impact the regional economy.

Questions for the Committee to consider and discuss: 
1. What are the basic goals for REAP in the area of policy advocacy and influencing state

investments to support the regional economy?
2. What is the best way to develop regional legislative priorities?
3. How can REAP best work with other partners and stakeholders on regional legislative

priorities?

In consideration of the questions above and other related issues, the next steps for the Legislative 
Committee should be to provide REAP members with recommendations for 2017 regional legislative 
priorities, suggested actions on coordinating with regional partners, and REAP’s role in supporting 
legislative services and policy advocacy strategies for the region.  The next REAP Board of Directors 
meeting is October 20, 2016.   

Outreach/Engagement Tactics to Consider 
• Partner with the Wichita Metro Chamber on the November 10th networking reception for the

South Central Delegation.  This event happens annually and with REAPs involvement it will now
include local governments.

• Reception at the annual delegation meeting in January.
• REAP day in Topeka:

o Sponsor a South Central Delegation lunch
o Set up meetings with key officials of the state (i.e., Kansas Department of Transportation

and Kanas Department of Commerce Secretaries).
• Align regional priorities with area chambers of commerce.

4. 2017 Possible 2017 Priorities Discussion Draft
Committee discussed narrowing down priorities and those that have impact on the regional economy.
Energy, water, economic development, Medicare expansion, transpiration are the key issues for the
region.
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REAP Legislative Committee Possible 2017 Priorities Discussion Draft was discussed.  The main priorities 
the committee feel should be focused on are:  

• Tax / Spending Lid
REAP is concerned the recently enacted tax lid legislation on local governments will have a
stifling effect on the ability to support infrastructure necessary for high quality of life and strong
economic growth and asks the Legislature to reconsider this law

• Medicaid Expansion
Support expansion of the Kansas Medicaid program, which will complement the counties’
efforts in public health by bringing federal dollars to Kansas, providing vital revenues to our local
hospitals, and extending healthcare coverage for at-risk Kansans.

REAP encourages the Kansas Legislature to have a public dialogue, debate, and vote about the 
possible economic and social benefits of expanding KanCare. 

• WATC/WSU Merger
REAP supports legislation to merge Wichita Area Technical College and Wichita State University.
In order to increase educational opportunities from the GED to the PhD to Kansans, help satisfy
the workforce needs of south central Kansas and create a stronger partnership between higher
education and industry, WATC and WSU are seeking legislative action to merge the two
institutions and create a new School of Applied Science and Technology within Wichita State
University while increasing the level of service to private industry and receiving the same level
of funding from the State of Kansas.

• Innovation Campus
REAP supports legislation that helps grow the Kansas economy and provide additional
educational opportunities to students at WSU by continuing to allow and encourage
development of the Innovation Campus.

• Comprehensive Transportation Program
Support the continued funding of the Kansas T-Works comprehensive transportation program.
We oppose any further use of these funds to balance the State’s general fund budget.  Any
reduction in T-Works funding would jeopardize existing programs.

Some of these priorities are generic and could use more information on how the impact the region or 
what REAP would like to have happen: 

• Research and Development/Quality of Life/Workforce
REAP supports legislation that impacts and improves these three critical areas that will help
satisfy the needs of workforce, industry and grow the Kansas economy.

• Career and Technical Education and skills training at community/technical colleges designed to
meet the needs of business and industry through continuation of Excel In Career Technical
Education Initiative (SB155).

• REAP supports regional collaborative sector strategies such as Blueprint for Regional Economic
Growth (BREG), the South Central Kansas Regional Export Plan and “ExportNOW”.

• The purpose of BREG is to grow the region’s economy, leading to more jobs and a better
quality of life for by focusing on strategies and resources for eight wealth generating
industries in South Central Kansas.
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Submitted By:  Marla Canfield 

The committee discussed removing the following priorities as they are unaware of any specific 
legislative issues with these priorities:    

• Research and development at the National Institute for Aviation Research (NIAR) at Wichita
State University.

• Cutting edge technology at the National Center for Innovation for Bio Orthopedic Research
(CiBOR), a joint venture of Wichita State University and Via Christi Health hosted at NIAR.

The committee requested more information on the following priorities.  Marla will research and bring 
the information to the next meeting:  

• Preservation and Protection of Water Supplies
Support reasonable, scientifically-based regulations to protect the quality and quantity of water.
Such regulations should take into account cost-benefit analyses and should not be unduly
restrictive. Additionally, we support legislation and regulations to protect sensitive or important
groundwater areas from possible contamination by humans, animals, or other sources. We also
support efforts at all levels of government to protect and preserve water resources, including
partnerships aimed at remedying sedimentation and other problems that affect public access to
water

• Airport Funding
Support the continued use of state economic development dollars (EDIF funds) to enhance
airport facilities and services.

• Rail Service
Support funding of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) study needed to maintain
and/or expand passenger rail service in Kansas.

• REAP supports policies and strategies to recognize the development of energy resources and
protection of water resources critical to the economy of South Central Kansas.

• Support including of the protection of the Equus Beds Aquifer Storage and Recovery
(ASR) initiative in the “50 year Vision for the Future of Water in Kansas” as a regional
asset and critical economic growth tool, supplying water for 20% of the Kansas
population.

• REAP recognizes the importance of energy to the regional economy and supports access
to and production of a variety of energy sources from oil and natural gas to renewable
resources such as wind and solar power.

• REAP supports regional collaborative sector strategies such as Blueprint for Regional Economic
Growth (BREG), the South Central Kansas Regional Export Plan and “ExportNOW”.
 The purpose of BREG is to grow the region’s economy, leading to more jobs and a

better quality of life for by focusing on strategies and resources for eight wealth
generating industries in South Central Kansas.

 The South Central Regional Export Plan was created in 2014, led by Kansas Global
Services and supported by JP Morgan Chase, Brookings Institute, REAP and other
regional stakeholders.

 “ExportNOW” is a partnership between Kansas Global Services and the Kansas
Department of Commerce to promote exports as a growth strategy for companies all
across Kansas.

44



REAP Legislative Committee   Item #2 
October 27, 2016 
Submitted By:  Marla Canfield 

• What is the economic impact of the healthcare industry to the region?  How may employed in
the industry?

• How many hospitals in the region?
o Do they receive pubic/local money?

5. Other Business: Legislative Committee Members
Grant Writing Workshop for REAP member October 13, 2016 – email was sent out 9/21/2016.

6. Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 12:55p.m.

Attendance 
Mayor Terry Somers, Mount Hope, Chair Council Member Carl Koster, Cheney 
Council Member Ramona Becker, Bel Aire Bob Myers, Newton 

Council Member Tom Jones, Park City Kathy Sexton, Derby 
Schott Hildebrand, Valley Center 

Staff/ Guests 

Marla Canfield, REAP 
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REAP Legislative Committee      Item #3 
October 27, 2016 
Submitted by:  Keith Lawing 

Item:  
Local Elected Officials Reception 

Background: 
At the 09.08.2016 REAP Executive Committee meeting it was discussed and agreed that REAP would co-host a 
local elected officials reception with the Wichita Metro Chamber of Commerce.   The event is taking place in lieu 
of the annual REAP Policy Summit as a way to engage local elected officials and state representatives.   The 
Wichita Metro Chamber hosts this reception annually, and is the first time REAP is partnering on this event.   The 
reception is typically well-attended and a great opportunity for dialog with other elected officials and build 
relationships.   Formal invitations were sent to REAP members, please be on the lookout for those.  The event is 
two days after the election.   It is suggested that REAP members contact local/regional representatives and 
encourage them to attend.  Let staff know if you have any questions/comments about the reception.    

The event will be held November 10th, 2016 at 5:30pm at Botanica Wichita – Lotus Hall. 

Recommended action: attend and participate in local elected officials reception 
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Item: 
2017 Possible 2017 Priorities Discussion Draft 

Background: 
At the September 22, 2016 REAP Legislative Committee discussed possible 2017 Legislative Priorities 
Draft were discussed.  The committee agreed the top priorities at this time are the following:  

• Tax / Spending Lid
REAP is concerned the recently enacted tax lid legislation on local governments will have 
a stifling effect on the ability to support infrastructure necessary for high quality of life 
and strong economic growth and asks the Legislature to reconsider this law 

• Medicaid Expansion
Support expansion of the Kansas Medicaid program, which will complement the
counties’ efforts in public health by bringing federal dollars to Kansas, providing vital
revenues to our local hospitals, and extending healthcare coverage for at-risk Kansans.

REAP encourages the Kansas Legislature to have a public dialogue, debate, and vote
about the possible economic and social benefits of expanding KanCare.

• WATC/WSU Merger
REAP supports legislation to merge Wichita Area Technical College and Wichita State
University. In order to increase educational opportunities from the GED to the PhD to
Kansans, help satisfy the workforce needs of south central Kansas and create a stronger
partnership between higher education and industry, WATC and WSU are seeking
legislative action to merge the two institutions and create a new School of Applied
Science and Technology within Wichita State University while increasing the level of
service to private industry and receiving the same level of funding from the State of
Kansas.

• Innovation Campus
REAP supports legislation that helps grow the Kansas economy and provide additional
educational opportunities to students at WSU by continuing to allow and encourage
development of the Innovation Campus.

• Comprehensive Transportation Program
Support the continued funding of the Kansas T-Works comprehensive transportation
program.  We oppose any further use of these funds to balance the State’s general fund
budget.  Any reduction in T-Works funding would jeopardize existing programs.

Some of these priorities are generic and could use more information on how they impact the region or 
what REAP would like to have happen: 

• Research and Development/Quality of Life/Workforce
REAP supports legislation that impacts and improves these three critical areas that will 
help satisfy the needs of workforce, industry and grow the Kansas economy.  
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• Career and Technical Education and skills training at community/technical colleges
designed to meet the needs of business and industry through continuation of Excel In
Career Technical Education Initiative (SB155).

• REAP supports regional collaborative sector strategies such as Blueprint for Regional
Economic Growth (BREG), the South Central Kansas Regional Export Plan and
“ExportNOW”.

• The purpose of BREG is to grow the region’s economy, leading to more jobs and
a better quality of life for by focusing on strategies and resources for eight
wealth generating industries in South Central Kansas.

Legislative Committee requested more information on the following priorities:  
Airport Funding  

Support the continued use of state economic development dollars (EDIF funds) to enhance 
airport facilities and services. 

Update:  Information is still being collected and will be presented at the meeting. 

Rail Service 
Support funding of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) study needed to maintain 
and/or expand passenger rail service in Kansas.   

Update:  Council Member Meitzner will be in attendance to report out on this priority. 

REAP supports policies and strategies to recognize the development of energy resources and protection 
of water resources critical to the economy of South Central Kansas. 

Support including of the protection of the Equus Beds Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR) 
initiative in the “50 year Vision for the Future of Water in Kansas” as a regional asset and critical 
economic growth tool, supplying water for 20% of the Kansas population. 

REAP recognizes the importance of energy to the regional economy and supports access to and 
production of a variety of energy sources from oil and natural gas to renewable resources such 
as wind and solar power. 

Preservation and Protection of Water Supplies  
Support reasonable, scientifically-based regulations to protect the quality and quantity of water. 
Such regulations should take into account cost-benefit analyses and should not be unduly 
restrictive. Additionally, we support legislation and regulations to protect sensitive or important 
groundwater areas from possible contamination by humans, animals, or other sources. We also 
support efforts at all levels of government to protect and preserve water resources, including 
partnerships aimed at remedying sedimentation and other problems that affect public access to 
water. 

Update:  The City of Wichita continues to support having these items on the legislative priorities 
for REAP.   They are also opposed to a proposed bill (available as a handout) in its current form 
as it would restrict a water rights holder from seeking injunctive relief from the courts and limit 
our options to a protracted administrative process through the Chief Engineer.  The City’s 
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concern is that in the vicinity of wellfield the Equus Beds aquifer is significantly over appropriated 
and that under stress conditions, impairment of senior water rights is a very real probability. 

REAP supports regional collaborative sector strategies such as Blueprint for Regional Economic Growth 
(BREG), the South Central Kansas Regional Export Plan and “ExportNOW”.  

The purpose of BREG is to grow the region’s economy, leading to more jobs and a better quality 
of life for by focusing on strategies and resources for eight wealth generating industries in South 
Central Kansas. 

The South Central Regional Export Plan was created in 2014, led by Kansas Global Services and 
supported by JP Morgan Chase, Brookings Institute, REAP and other regional stakeholders. 
“ExportNOW” is a partnership between Kansas Global Services and the Kansas Department of 
Commerce to promote exports as a growth strategy for companies all across Kansas. 

Update:  See #5.A for review 

What is the economic impact of the healthcare industry to the region?  How may employed in the 
industry?   

Update: See #5.B “A Healthy Impact” for review 

How many hospitals in the region?  See table below 
o Do they receive pubic/local money?

REAP members were surveyed on if their cities/counties supported local hospitals.  Below are the 
responses: 

Yes  No N/A Comments 

Rose Hill  

Mount Hope  

Newton  
Community hospital in Newton, but it is self-sustaining and receives no 
direct financial support from the city or the county

Reno  

Wellington  

The hospital is city owned, but operated by an appointed Hospital 
Authority Board.  The City has abated utilities a number of times over 
the years.  Currently the utility bill has not been paid since November of 
2014.  The City is also covering bond payments that the hospital has 
been unable to make since 2014.  A loan of over $800,000 was provided 
to the hospital in late 2014. 

Hutchinson  

Park City  

Harvey County  

Sedgwick County  Sedgwick County does not financially support local hospitals. 

Goddard  

Wichita  
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The list below is all primary and specialty hospitals in the region by city. 

Name of Hospital City 
Kansas Medical Center Andover 
South Central Kansas Regional Medical Center Arkansas City 
Sumner County Hospital Caldwell 
Derby Ambulatory Surgery Center Derby 
Susan B. Allen Memorial Hospital El Dorado 
Halstead Hospital Halstead 
Hutchinson Regional Medical Center Hutchinson 
Kingman Community Hospital Kingman 
McPherson Hospital McPherson 
Mercy Hospital Moundridge 
Newton Medical Center Newton 
Prairie View Psychiatric Hospital Newton 
Sumner Regional Medical Center Wellington 
22nd Medical Group Wichita 
Associated Eye Surgical Center Wichita 
Kansas Heart Hospital Wichita 
Kansas Spine Hospital Wichita 
Kansas Surgery & Recovery Center Wichita 
Medical Specialists Ambulatory Surgery Center Wichita 
Plastic Surgery Center Wichita 
Robert J. Dole VA Medical and Regional Office Center Wichita 
Team Vision Surgery Center West Wichita 
Via Christi Rehabilitation Center Wichita 
Via Christi Regional Medical Center Wichita 
Via Christi Riverside Medical Center Wichita 
Wesley Medical Center Wichita 
Wichita Specialty Hospital Wichita 
William Newton Memorial Hospital Winfield 
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Item: 
Export Information for Region 

Oct. 7, 2016 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
CONTACT:          
Holli Schletzbaum 
316-264-5982 
schletzbaum@kansasglobal.org 

Wichita logs top national ranking in 2015 exports 

WICHITA – The Wichita economy bucked a national downward trend in international trade in 2015, 
showing a 6.8 percent increase in exports. The information comes from a recently-released “Export 
Monitor” report from the Brookings Institution, a national think tank and leading source on trade issues. 
Wichita’s performance was third-best among the top 100 metropolitan areas, ranking only behind New 
Orleans (9 percent) and Bakersfield CA (7.2 percent) 

The report noted that U.S. exports declined by 1 percent in 2015 due to unfavorable monetary exchange 
rates and weak international demand.  However, 43 of the top 100 metro areas showed an increase in 
exports in the face of those international challenges. 

Wichita was one of only a handful of metro areas in the Midwest and Northeast that recorded an export 
increase. The vast majority of increases were logged in metropolitan areas in the southern tier of states. 
The report is encouraging for the Wichita area, and validates the effort of the Wichita Regional Export 
Plan. The five-year strategy was undertaken in 2015 and administered by Kansas Global Trade Services, a 
Wichita-based non-profit organization dedicated to promoting and facilitating international trade. The 
export plan is a collaboration among Kansas Global, the Brookings Institution and numerous public/ 
private partners in the 10-county region. 

On a broader scale, Brookings data showed a 5.85 percent increase in exports for the 10-county region. 
The Wichita increase of 6.8 percent reflects the five-county Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA). 
“The increased exports in 2015 are the result of the hard work by Wichita area companies who 
recognize the opportunities in the international marketplace,” according to Karyn Page, CEO and 
president of Kansas Global Trade Services. “The state and regional economies are growing because of 
trade. Kansas businesses compete in the global marketplace.” 
The leading categories of exports in the Wichita region include transportation equipment ($3.5 billion), 
machinery manufacturing ($624 million), agriculture ($490 million), petroleum and coal products ($325 
million) and chemical manufacturing ($249 million). 

The Brookings report is consistent with localized data collected by Kansas Global as part of the Regional 
Export Plan.  Earlier this year, Kansas Global Trade Services documented a minimum of $6.8 million of 
new exports since the inception of the regional plan in 2015.       
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A Healthy Impact

Pattie Bradley

Senior Research Economist
Center for Economic Development and Business Research 
(CEDBR)
October 2016
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Estimated Economic Impact 
of a Physician in Kansas

REAP Legislative Committee Item #5.B
October 27, 2016
Submitted by:  Marla Canfield
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Economic Impact of a Physician

 $28.4 million over a 35-year career
added to the local economy

5

University of Kansas Medical Center 
Wichita Campus

• Annual economic impact
of the 691 graduates of
KU Med – Wichita
practicing in Kansas

• Total annual estimated
impact of $395 million
– $223 million from

physicians
– $172 million from support

staff
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Health Care in the Wichita 
Economy 

REAP Legislative Committee Item #5.B
October 27, 2016
Submitted by:  Marla Canfield
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Health Care Employment - 2014

Source: U.S. Census Bureau County Business Patterns

8

Health Care Employment Growth
2011-2014

Source: U.S. Census Bureau County Business Patterns

 7th out of 19 private industries in employment
growth

9

Health Care Wages - 2014

Source: U.S. Census Bureau County Business Patterns

 11th out of 19 private industries in wages

REAP Legislative Committee Item #5.B
October 27, 2016
Submitted by:  Marla Canfield
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Health Care Wage Growth 2011-2014

Source: U.S. Census Bureau County Business Patterns

 16th out of 19 private industries in wages
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Economic Impact of Health 
Care and Related Industries

12

Health Care and Related Industries

• Offices of physicians

• Offices of dentists

• Offices of other health practitioners

• Outpatient care centers

• Medical and diagnostic laboratories

• Home health care services

• Other ambulatory health care services

• Hospitals

• Nursing and residential care facilities

• Individual and family services

• Community food and housing, and emergency and 
other relief

• Vocational rehabilitation services

• Child day care services

• Pharmaceutical and medicine manufacturing

• Druggists' goods merchant wholesalers

• Medical equipment and supplies manufacturing

• Medical, dental, and hospital equipment and 
supplies merchant wholesalers

• Direct health and medical insurance carriers

• Research and development in the physical, 
engineering, and life sciences

• Pharmacies and drug stores

• Optical goods stores

• Other health and personal care stores

• Grant making and giving services

• Professional organizations

Health Care Related Industries

REAP Legislative Committee Item #5.B
October 27, 2016
Submitted by:  Marla Canfield
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Total Employment (Direct, Indirect, and Induced)

Health Care and Related Industries

Health Care

Related Industries

 Total 2014 Employment 75,618

14

Total Annual Payroll (Direct, Indirect, and Induced)

Health Care and Related Industries

 Total 2014 Estimated Payroll $2.9 Billion

(In millions of Dollars)

15

Contribution to Gross Metropolitan 
Product for Health Care (Direct, Indirect, and Induced)

 2014 Health Care GMP $2.7 billion

(In millions of Dollars)

REAP Legislative Committee Item #5.B
October 27, 2016
Submitted by:  Marla Canfield
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Tax Impact
Health Care and Related Industries

 2014 Total Tax Impact $253 million

(In millions of Dollars)

Kansas

Sedgwick County
Wichita
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Thank You

REAP Legislative Committee Item #5.B
October 27, 2016
Submitted by:  Marla Canfield
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Item: 
Strategies to Identify, Coordinate and Promote Regional Legislative Priorities 

Background: 
Efforts are underway to build a broad based coalition for support of regional legislative priorities.  REAP is 
working with WSU, Wichita Area Chamber of Commerce, BREG and others to develop regional priories.  The 
Wichita Chamber with regional chambers (Derby, Hutchinson, Newton, Wellington) developed South Central 
Regional Legislative Agenda (attached) that multiple partners can tap into and use as a foundation for 
developing more specific priorities.   

Possible regional legislative and policy priorities are likely to be in the areas of skills training/workforce 
development, transportation infrastructure and water quality/conservation as these are all topics that do not 
respect traditional political boundaries and impact the regional economy.  REAP staff are part of the BREG 
implementation teams and there could be some regional policy priorities that emerge from this initiative.    

Questions for the Committee to consider and discuss: 
1. What are the basic goals for REAP in the area of policy advocacy and influencing state

investments to support the regional economy?
2. What is the best way to develop regional legislative priorities?
3. How can REAP best work with other partners and stakeholders on regional legislative priorities?

In consideration of the questions above and other related issues, the next steps for the Legislative Committee 
should be to provide REAP members with recommendations for 2017 regional legislative priorities, suggested 
actions on coordinating with regional partners, and REAP’s role in supporting legislative services and policy 
advocacy strategies for the region.  The next REAP Board of Directors meeting is October 20, 2016.   

Outreach/Engagement Tactics to Consider 
• Reception at the annual delegation meeting in January.
• REAP day in Topeka:

o Sponsor a South Central Delegation lunch
o Set up meetings with key officials of the state (i.e., Kansas Department of Transportation and

Kanas Department of Commerce Secretaries).
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