REAP Legislative Committee Meeting Agenda
Wichita Workforce Center
2021 N. Amidon, Suite 1100, Wichita
October 26, 2017 ~ 11:30 a.m.
1. Welcome and Introductions: Bob Myers, Chair
2. Approval of Minutes from Legislative Committee Meeting from September 28, 2017: Bob Myers, Chair (pp.
2-4)
Recommended action: approve the minutes from the September 28, 2017 Legislative Committee
meeting.
3. Legislative Committee appointments for 2018: Marla Canfield (pg. 5)
Mayor Hansel selected the Legislative Committee for 2018. Appointments were made and accepted.
Recommended action: receive and file
4. 2018 Legislative Agenda Planning: Marla Canfield (pp. 6-10)
A. REAP Legislative Priorities for 2018
Provided the 2017 REAP priorities and the Wichita Regional Chambers 2017 priorities.
Recommended action: provide direction to staff to start planning the 2018 priorities
B. Local Elected Officials Reception and South Central Delegation Meeting
Reception is November 20, 2017 beginning at 5:30pm at the Boathouse, Wichita. The Delegation
will meet on January 4th at WSU.
Recommended action: attend and participate in delegating events.
5. 2018 Wichita Regional Chambers Legislative Priorities: Sean Robinson andTram Ngo (pg. 11)
Wichita Regional Chamber will provide the committee an update on their 2018 legislative priorities.
Recommended action: receive and file.
6. Regional Transportation Strategic Planning: Marla Canfield and Craig Crossette (pp.12-14)
Provided an update to current transportation initiatives and provided some data regarding transportation
planning.
Recommended action: receive direction from members about regional transportation strategic planning
process.
7. 2018 Meeting Schedule: Marla Canfield (pg.15)
2018 REAP meeting schedule was presented.
Recommended action: receive and file.
8. Other Business: Legislative Committee Members
9. Adjourn

REAP Legislative Committee
October 26, 2017
Submitted by: Marla Canfield

Item #2

REAP Legislative Committee Meeting Minutes
Wichita Workforce Center
2021 N. Amidon, Suite 1100, Wichita
September 28, 2017 ~ 11:30a.m.
1. Welcome and Introductions: Carl Koster, Council Member, Cheney
In the absence of the Chair Bob Myers, Carl Koster called the meeting to order.
2. Approval of minutes
Approval of Minutes from Legislative Committee Meeting from May 25, 2017.
Jack Witson, Park City (Council Member Tom Jones, Park City) moved to approve the minutes from May
25, 2017 Legislative Committee meeting. Motion adopted.
3. 2018 Legislative Agenda Planning
Discussion of outreach/engagement tactics to consider in 2018. Provided the 2017 REAP priorities and
the Wichita Regional Chambers 2017 priorities. Discussed priorities around economic development
incentives and how to create an environment for to entice out of state businesses. KS Department of
Commerce has been severely cut in previous years which impacts some of the programs providing
incentives.
It may be beneficial to reach out to Reno and Butler Counties to see if there is a need for support on the
state prison systems in those communities.
The committee supported moving forward with planning the following events/activities:
• Partner with the Wichita Metro Chamber on the networking reception for the South Central
Delegation. This event happens annually and with REAPs involvement it will now include local
governments.
• Host or co-host the annual South Central delegation meeting in January.
• Reception at the annual delegation meeting in January.
• REAP day in Topeka:
o Sponsor a South Central Delegation lunch
o Set up meetings with key officials of the state (i.e., Kansas Department of Transportation
and Kanas Department of Commerce Secretaries).
• Align regional priorities with area chambers of commerce.
4. Regional Transportation Strategic Planning
The first meeting was held on May 18, 2017 for Butler / Sedgwick Counties in Andover. Jeff Lackey,
Trans Systems and BREG Transportation & Logistics Co-Chair, facilitated the conversation. The focus of
the meeting included: ideas on improving infrastructure, discussion of regulatory requirements that
making it difficult to move product, what are the transportation related improvements that would help
business grow. There were leaders from across the private and public sectors in attendance. Key
discussion included how does the region showcase the assets (i.e., IKE Airport, McConnell Airforce base
gas pipeline). The region needs to develop a list of assets for new business recruitment and current
business expansion.
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The second meeting was held on June 29, 2017 for Harvey / Reno Counties in Burrton. Craig Bay and
Heather Denker, from BREG, facilitated the conversation. The focus of the meeting included: ideas on
improving infrastructure, discussion of road conditions (i.e., bridges) requirements that making it difficult
to move product and people, what are the transportation related improvements that would help
business grow, and consequences of new development on the region.
Cowley/Sumner/Harper/Kingman will tentatively be held on October 24th in Wellington. More
information will be sent out as soon as logistics are confirmed.
This information will be used to define our regional logistics assets and needs in order to provide a
collective voice for the regional transportation industry.
The Wichita Regional Chamber of Commerce is also developing a coalition to discuss regional
transportation priorities. The purpose of the coalition is to provide an effective partnership between
the private and public sectors would enhance the Wichita region’s ability to attract state and federal
funding for area transportation projects. This ad hoc coalition will coordinate the efforts of several
partner groups listed below. Target audiences will include south central Kansas legislators, the
Governor’s office, the Kansas congressional delegation, KDOT and the Federal Highway Administration.
Objectives
•
Share information on regular basis
•
Coordinate lobbying effort for funding at state and federal level
•
Engage the legislative delegation and cultivate “champions”
•
Engage additional regional partners to identify important projects
•
Identify local funding in order to leverage state/federal support
•
Involve regional business leaders in the effort
Preliminary Transportation Projects
•
E. Kellogg (143rd Interchange)
•
North Junction (next phase, first phase is partially funded by KDOT)
•
NW By-Pass
•
I-235 & Kellogg (next phase, Blue Phase)
•
West Kellogg (119th Interchange)
Discussion/Next Steps
•
Reaching out to City and County Leaders
•
Engage Wichita State University to update data on state spending in our region versus other
parts of the state; update information on economic benefits of regional projects

5. Wichita’s (Aquifer Storage & Recovery) Project
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Scott Macey presented on the City of Wichita’s plan to pursue an allowance by the State that
will enable the ASR (Aquifer Storage & Recovery) project to continue to benefit the Equus Beds
Aquifer, which has recovered to near-natural, full conditions.
Discussion of the economic impact of the aquifer are tremendous to business. It is estimated
the region could get through a 1930’s drought with limited impact to the aquifer. There was
agreement to have Scott come back in November to discuss progress for the project and groups
supporting.
6. Other Business: Legislative Committee Members
7. Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 12:41p.m.
Council Member Carl Koster, Cheney
Jack Witson, Park City
Kaylene Haug, K96 Corridor

Attendance

Staff/ Guests

Marla Canfield, REAP
Gary Plummer, Wichita Regional Chamber of
Commerce
Daniel Clement, Burns McDonnell

Council Member Diane Wynn, Bel Aire
Council Member Tom Jones, Park City
Heather Denker, BREG
Lonnie Wright
Scott Macey, Wichita
Don Henry, Wichita

4

REAP Legislative Committee
October 26, 2017
Submitted By: Marla Canfield
Item:
Legislative Committee appointments for 2018

Item #3

Background:
The bylaws call for the REAP Chair to establish a Legislative Committee:

Legislative Committee. A Legislative Committee is established and shall be comprised of the REAP
Chair and other members of REAP appointed by the Chair of the Legislative committee. The Chair
of the committee shall be appointed by the REAP Board Chair. There shall be no set number of
committee members. The Committee shall meet as needed, either in person or by conference call.

If any other members are interested in participating in a committee please let staff know. The
committees are open to anyone interested. The committee meetings will also begin using Zoom
room technology. A link will be sent out with each meeting notice and members can remote into
the meeting via computer or cell phone. Staff will send out a memo with specific information on
how to use Zoom.
2018 REAP Legislative Committee appointments:
Bob Myers, Newton, Legislative Chair
Commissioner Chip Westfall, Harvey County
Council Member Pete Meitzner, Wichita
Commissioner Dave Unruh, Sedgwick County
Council Member Diane Wynn, Bel Aire
Council Member Ramona Becker, Bel Aire
Council Member Carl Koster, Cheney
Mayor Rex Satterthwaite, Bentley
Mayor Terry Somers, Mount Hope
Jack Witson, Park City
Kathy Sexton, Derby
Randy Frazer, Moundridge
Andrew Nave, Greater Wichita Partnership
Kaylene Haug, K96 Corridor
Recommended action: receive and file.
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Item
2018 Legislative Agenda Planning
Background
The Legislative Committee provides REAP members with recommendations for 2018 regional legislative
priorities, suggested actions on coordinating with regional partners, and REAP’s role in supporting
legislative services and policy advocacy strategies for the region. REAP is part of the Blueprint for
Regional Economic Growth (BREG) sector strategies and there could be some regional policy priorities
that emerge from this work.
Historical regional legislative and policy priorities have been in the areas of skills training/workforce
development, transportation infrastructure and water quality/conservation as these are all topics that
do not respect traditional political boundaries and impact the regional economy.
Questions for the Committee to consider and discuss:
1. What are the basic goals for REAP in the area of policy advocacy and influencing state
investments to support the regional economy?
2. What is the best way to develop regional legislative priorities?
3. How can REAP best work with other partners and stakeholders on regional legislative
priorities?
REAP Legislative Priorities. Below are the 2017 REAP priorities and the Wichita Regional Chambers 2017
priorities.
2017 Priorities:
• Tax / Spending Lid
REAP supports correcting the unworkable procedures in the 2016 tax lid legislation on local
governments as it will have a stifling effect on the ability to support infrastructure necessary for
high quality of life and strong economic growth.
•

WATC/WSU Merger
REAP supports legislation to merge Wichita Area Technical College and Wichita State University.
This will increase educational opportunities, help fulfill the workforce needs of south central
Kansas, and create a stronger partnership between higher education and industry.

•

Medicaid Expansion
REAP supports expansion of the Kansas Medicaid program to extend healthcare coverage for at-risk
Kansans (over 150,000) to complement the efforts in public health providing vital revenues to local
hospitals and stimulating the economy by creating thousands of jobs.

•

Funding for Transportation Infrastructure
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REAP supports dedicated and secure state revenue that cannot be used for other purposes and
oppose any further use of transportation dollars to balance the State’s general fund; and
emphasize the need for adequate funding to build and preserve the transportation infrastructure in
Kansas.
•

Passenger Rail Service
REAP supports state funding for expansion of passenger rail in Kansas, specifically passenger rail
connecting Dallas/Fort Worth and Oklahoma City through Wichita to the Southwest Chief in
Newton.

Ongoing Regional Priorities
• Water and Energy Resources
REAP supports policies and strategies to recognize the protection of water resources critical to the
economy of South Central Kansas; including of the protection of the Equus Beds Aquifer that
supplies water for 20% of the Kansas population.
REAP recognizes the importance of energy to the regional economy and supports access to, and
production of a variety of energy sources from oil and natural gas to renewable resources, such as
wind and solar power.
•

Regional Economic Development Strategies
REAP supports regional collaborative sector strategies to create jobs and grow business in the
region.
o Blueprint for Regional Economic Growth (BREG)
REAP supports BREG, the sector based, regional economic development strategy
designed to grow businesses and create jobs by focusing resources for eight wealth
generating industries in South Central Kansas.
o South Central Kansas Regional Export Plan
The economic wellbeing of the REAP area and the State of Kansas is dependent on the
ability to participate in the international marketplace. State policy should recognize that
exports are a major component of the state and regional economies, and expanded
exports are essential to economic growth.
o Innovation Campus Strategy
REAP supports legislation that helps grow the Kansas economy and provides additional
educational opportunities to students at WSU by continuing to allow and encourage
development of the Innovation Campus.

Recommended action: provide direction to staff to start planning the 2018 outreach/engagement
tactics.
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2017
South Central Kansas
Regional Legislative Agenda
The Top Five
Economic Development
Urge support for regional
economic development projects.
Education and Workforce Development
Encourage post-secondary institutions
to adopt innovative and cutting edge
programs and/or practices in order to
meet business needs to ensure an
abundant and skilled workforce.
Business-Friendly Environment
Support expansion of Medicaid (KanCare)
that is revenue neutral and encourages
personal responsibility.
Environmental Resources
Support the “50 year Vision for the Future of
Water in Kansas” including the protection and
future use of the Equus Beds.
Transportation and Infrastructure
Ensure dedicated transportation funding
streams only be used for the
transportation program.
For more information, contact:
Jason Watkins — 316.461.8112
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Item:
Local Elected Officials Reception
Background:
At the 09.28.17 REAP Legislative Committee meeting it was discussed and agreed that REAP would cohost a local elected officials reception with the Wichita Metro Chamber of Commerce. The Wichita
Regional Chamber hosts this reception annually, and is the second time REAP is partnering on this
event. The reception is typically well-attended and a great opportunity for dialog with other elected
officials and build relationships. Save the dates have been emailed out and formal invitations will be
sent to REAP members. This reception is for any elected official of a REAP community, not just the
named member. Please share invitation with all commissioners/council members.
The event will be held November 20th, 2017 at 5:30pm at Wichita Boathouse.
At the 09.28.17 REAP Legislative Committee meeting it was discussed and agreed that REAP would offer
to coordinate the South Central Delegation meeting held each January. Mayor Hansel reached out to
Rep. Whipple and offered REAP assistance in the planning, which he accepted.
The event will be January 4th, 2018 at WSU. Staff have contacted and work with Rep. Whipple’s office
to coordinate. Please share any feedback or suggestion for the event.
Recommended action: attend and participate in delegating events.
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South Central Kansas
Regional Legislative Agenda

2018

Vision – To build a regional consensus on top policy priorities and maximize the influence of the South
Central Kansas region at the state capitol and with the Kansas Federal Delegation.
Goal – Through our regional partnerships, the South Central Kansas Regional Legislative Agenda will
provide a powerful voice for the South Central Kansas region, with the influence of the agenda and
partnerships growing each year.

Economic Development
1. Urge support for regional economic development projects and protection of the
state’s economic development incentives.
Education and Workforce Development
2. Encourage state education policymakers and post-secondary institutions to adopt
innovative and cutting edge programs and/or practices in order to meet business
needs to ensure an abundant and skilled workforce.
Business-Friendly Environment
3. Support expansion of Medicaid (KanCare) that is revenue neutral and encourages
personal responsibility.
Environmental Resources
4. Support the “50 year Vision for the Future of Water in Kansas” including the
protection and future use of the Equus Beds.
Transportation and Infrastructure
5. Ensure that South Central Kansas receives its fair share of transportation funding
and that dedicated transportation funding streams (should only be) are only used
for the transportation program.
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Item:
Regional Transportation Strategic Planning
Background:
One of the 2017 REAP work plan items is to support regional transportation planning. REAP in
partnership with WAMPO and the Greater Wichita Partnership, as part of the BREG strategy,
have been convening multiple regional meetings with economic development agencies and
community leaders in the region.
Analysis:
BREG/WAMPO/REAP Meetings
To date there have been three meetings. The first meeting was held on May 18, 2017 for
Butler / Sedgwick Counties in Andover. The second meeting was held on June 29, 2017 for
Harvey / Reno Counties in Burrton. The most recent occurred October 24th for
Cowley/Sumner/Harper/Kingman Wellington.
The discussions items of the meetings included: ideas on improving infrastructure, discussion of
regulatory requirements that making it difficult to move product, what are the transportation
related improvements that would help business grow, ideas on improving infrastructure,
discussion of road conditions (i.e., bridges), and consequences of new development on the
region. Significant discussion included how the region showcases the assets (i.e., IKE Airport,
McConnell Airforce base gas pipeline). The region needs to develop a list of assets for new
business recruitment and current business expansion.
REAP was asked to participate in a coalition on transportation with the Wichita Regional
Chamber of Commerce. The purpose of the coalition is to provide an effective partnership
between the private and public sectors to enhance the Wichita region’s ability to attract state
and federal funding for area transportation projects. This ad hoc coalition will coordinate the
efforts of several partner groups listed below. Target audiences will include south central
Kansas legislators, the Governor’s office, the Kansas congressional delegation, KDOT and the
Federal Highway Administration. Bob Myers was appointed by the REAP Executive Committee
to attend and patriciate in the coalition with staff.
Part of the conversation with the Wichita Regional Chamber of Commerce coalition was
funding back to the counties from sales taxes. Staff requested WSU research that funding.
Attached is the report.
Recommended action: receive direction from members about regional transportation strategic
planning process.
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MEMO
TO: Marla Canfield, REAP Executive Officer
FROM: Craig Crossette, Graduate Assistant
DATE: October 13, 2017
RE: Transportation Funding Information
1. What is the amount of sales tax paid into the transportation fund for Sedgwick County
from FY 11 to current?
Sedgwick County voters approved a county-wide one-cent sales tax in 1985 and 50 percent of these sales
tax receipts are dedicated for road and bridge projects. The State of Kansas is responsible for sales tax
collection and the inter-fund transfers from the State reflected below are the transfer of 50 percent of
these sales tax receipts back to Sedgwick County for road and bridge projects.
Chart 1. Sales Tax Used for Road and Bridge Projects
Year
Actuals

2011
$12,396,885

2012
$12,867,371

2013
$12,355,043

2014
$13,776,503

2015
$14,223,779

Source: http://www.sedgwickcounty.org/finance/budget.asp; Pulled from Sedgwick County’s Internal Financial
Application, and provided by Management Analyst II Todd Kawawa.

2. What is the amount of fuel tax paid into the transportation fund for Sedgwick County
FY 11 to current?
The State of Kansas Highway Fund, the State distributes motor-fuel taxes among local jurisdictions based
on a distribution formula. For Sedgwick County, that revenue includes:
Chart 2. Fuel Tax Transfer for Sedgwick County
Year
Actuals

2011
$4,544,024

2012
$4,439,678

2013
$4,317,885

2014
$4,410,000

2015
$4,411,675

2016
$4,572,247

Source: http://www.sedgwickcounty.org/finance/budget.asp; Pulled from Sedgwick County’s Internal Financial
Application, and provided by Management Analyst II Todd Kawawa.
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3. Johnson County Transportation Fund
David Vratny, Johnson County CIP Coordinator, provided information on Johnson County. The Kansas
Legislature established Johnson County’s Motor Vehicle Tax Funding differently than Sedgwick County.
While Sedgwick County, per statute, practices a 50% keep and a 50% distribution to cities, Johnson
County receives100 percent of the funding. Johnson County utilizes the Motor Vehicle Tax and property
tax support (.343 County mills) to fund the County Assistance Road System (CARS) Program.
Mr. Vratny provided the following explanation of the process and funding:
“The CARS program provides funds to the cities of Johnson County to construct and maintain their major
arterials. Each year the cities submit a 5-year road improvement plan to Johnson County. The County
pays 50% of the project’s construction and construction inspection costs.”

Sources:
https://www.jocogov.org/dept/public-works/cars-program
https://www.jocogov.org/dept/budget-and-financial-planning/current-budget
http://kslegislature.org/li_2014/b2013_14/statute/079_000_0000_chapter/079_034_0000_article/079_034
_0025c_section/079_034_0025c_k/
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2018 Calendar of Meetings and Events
Board of Directors
(Full REAP Membership)
Meets quarterly on Thursday at 12:30 p.m.
(Noon for lunch)
January 18, 2018
April 19, 2018
July 19, 2018
October 18, 2018
Executive Committee:
11:30 a.m., 2nd Thursday of the month
January 11, 2018
February 8, 2018
March 8, 2018
April 12, 2018
May 10, 2018
June 14, 2018
July 12, 2018
August 9, 2018
September 13, 2018
October 11, 2018
November 8, 2018
December 13, 2018

Legislative Committee:
11:30 a.m., 4th Thursday of the month
January 25, 2018
February 22, 2018
March 22, 2018
April 26, 2018
May 24, 2018
September 27, 2018
October 25, 2018
*November 15, 2018 – move for holiday
December 27, 2018
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC):
TBD
Transportation Task Force:
TBD
2018 REAP Sponsored Events:
TBD

*Date of meetings adjusted due to holiday or conflicting meetings
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