
Lt. Governor Lynn Rogers

Lynn Rogers was sworn in as Lieutenant Governor of Kansas on January 14, 
2019.
 
Rogers spent over thirty years traveling Kansas as an agriculture banker 
assisting farmers and ranchers with �nancial planning and investment. He 
worked to provide more than $750 million in leasing and �nancing services 
to farmers, ranchers, and grain cooperatives. This experience helped him 
understand the challenges Kansans in rural communities and in the agricul-
tural sector face.

As Lieutenant Governor, Rogers heads up the newly created O�ce of Rural 
Prosperity. He will focus on expanding opportunities in rural communities 
by working with farmers, ranchers, business owners, health professionals 
and communities.

Rep. Joe Seiwert

Joe Seiwert is a member of the Kansas House of Representatives, representing 
the 101st district. He has served since 2009.
 
Seiwert is Co-Chair of the Statewide Broadband Expansion Planning Task Force. 
The task force will advise and make recommendations regarding broadband 
issues and accessibility across Kansas. Their goal is to remove barriers that may 
hinder deployment of broadband infrastructure or access to broadband 
services and consider options for the deployment of new advanced communi-
cation technologies.

Stanley Adams, Director of Broadband Initiatives, 
Kansas Dept. of Commerce

Appointed by Governor Colyer in 2018, Stanley Adams leads the state of 
Kansas broadband development planning e�orts as Director of Broadband 
Initiatives at the Department of Commerce. 
 
Adams is responsible for promoting economic development through broad-
band technology, overseeing, managing and expanding programs to encour-
age local communities to harness advanced broadband deployments to 
maximize their economic growth.  Adams serves as the liaison and primary 
point of contact on all broadband-related topics and issues for the state.

SPEAKERS AND PANELISTS



Brent Legg, Vice President, Government Affairs, Connected Nation

Brent Legg serves as Vice President of Government A�airs for non-pro�t Connected 
Nation (CN).  He leads the development and execution of CN’s public policy and 
government a�airs strategies in more than 20 states and in Washington, DC, with a 
focus on closing the “digital divide” in rural America.  Mr. Legg joined Connected 
Nation in 2007 from the o�ce of former Kentucky Congressman Geo� Davis.  

Prior to his work in Congress, Legg served as a policy advisor to Kentucky’s governor 
and secretary of education, and worked as a campaign consultant to Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell.  

Mr. Legg is a magna cum laude graduate of Transylvania University with a degree in 
political science and was a 2002 Hansard Scholar at the London School of Economics.  
He resides in Lexington, Kentucky, with his wife Brianna and two daughters. 

Ryan Flickner, Senior Director of Public Policy, Kansas Farm Bureau

Ryan Flickner serves as the Senior Director of Advocacy for Kansas Farm Bureau. He 
came to Farm Bureau in 2013 after spending more than six years on the sta� of U.S. 
Senator Pat Roberts, �ve of which were spent in Washington, DC, working on agricul-
ture and related policy issues. 
 
Ryan is a native Kansan, born in Abilene. He graduated from Maize High School and 
attended K-State where he earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Agronomy and 
Natural Resources. While at K-State, he was elected by his peers as K-State Ambassa-
dor, interned for USDA’s White House Liaison O�ce in Washington, DC, as well as the 
USDA NRCS �eld o�ce in Republic County, Kansas.
 
He is actively engaged in a family farming business near Moundridge, Kansas. Ryan, 
his wife Laura, and their sons Owen and Miles live in Manhattan. In his free time, 
Ryan enjoys spending time with his family as well as participating in snow and water 
sports, including SCUBA diving.

Steve Wilkinson, Executive Director of the South Central Kansas Economic Develop-
ment District (SCKEDD)

Mr. Wilkinson works with community and business leaders to identify economic 
development objectives and opportunities to improve the economic prosperity of 
south central Kansas residents. Mr. Wilkinson is a strong advocate of regional collabo-
ration and alliances to advance positive economic development growth in the south 
central Kansas region. 
 
Additionally, Mr. Wilkinson has more than �fteen years working in the commercial 
banking industry providing crucial creative �nancing to help launch innovative 
technology companies. 



Jill Kuehny, CEO, KanOkla

Jill Kuehny is the CEO of KanOkla Networks in Caldwell, KS. She has a Business 
Finance degree from Kansas State University and is an ever-loyal Wildcat fan.  

Returning to her hometown to marry the love of her life and raise their three 
children, she is passionate about promoting positive community and 
economic growth in KanOkla’s regional areas of south central Kansas and 
north central Oklahoma. She serves on the Caldwell City Commission, Cald-
well Chamber of Commerce, current President of OTA – Oklahoma Rural 
Broadband Association, serves on the board for State Independent Telephone 
Association in Kansas, and pursues all other interesting volunteer opportuni-
ties such as farming and painting murals in downtown Caldwell.

Jade Piros de Carvalho, Marketing & Sales Manager, Ideatek

Jade Piros de Carvalho heads up business development and marketing for 
IdeaTek Telcom, a �ber optic telecom based in Buhler, KS. Known for their 
signature gigabit speed broadband, IdeaTek's mission is to help bridge the 
digital divide in Kansas by bringing fast internet service to under served rural 
areas.
 
Piros de Carvalho has served on the Hutchinson City Council since 2013 and is 
currently in the role of Vice Mayor. She and her husband Alex have a two year 
old daughter.

Bob Wallentine, VP of Network Development, KsFiberNet

Bob Wallentine is a telecommunications professional with 36 years of experi-
ence and currently holds a position with KsFiberNet as the VP of Network 
Planning and Development.
 
Prior to KsFiberNet, Wallentine worked for Multimedia Cablevision where he 
was a key contributor in the deployment of Multimedia’s initial �ber optic 
network in Wichita, Ks. Due to his expertise of the Wichita �ber network, he 
was o�ered a position with  Multimedia/Hyperion Telecommunications, now 
Level 3 Communications, where he built a successful multi-functional engi-
neering/operational team which maintained metro optical networks of 588 
route miles in Wichita, Kansas City, Tulsa, & Oklahoma City.
 
Joining KsFiberNet in 2010 as a Network Operations Director, Wallentine has 
been responsible for the deployment of the 3,000+ mile network, creating a 
highly productive operations / engineering team, supporting sales, Broad-
band expansion, and more. In his spare time Bob enjoys spending time with 
family, golf, and other outdoor activities.
professional and communities.



Thank you for making today possible




